
 
April 6, 2020 
 
Dear Gahanna-Jefferson families, 
 
We hope this finds you healthy and settling into this new normal in which we are all living.  This is 
undoubtedly the most challenging time we have faced as an education community, and we know it will 
continue to be difficult as we navigate through these times of uncertainty.  We know you all are working 
so hard managing your own family and work situations, supporting your students with their learning at 
home, and trying to process this crisis as it unfolds daily. 
 
Though we know distance learning will continue to have its challenges, our remarkable team of 
educators has transformed public education in 21 days, and we are so proud of their collective efforts. 
Below you will find some frequently asked questions that you may find helpful as we progress through 
distance learning.  We will continue to share information and adjustments to our plan as necessary.   
 
We hope that everyone stays safe and well.  We will continue to support our students and families the 
best way we can, and we know you will be there with us every step of the way.  Together, we will get 
through this. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Steve Barrett 
Superintendent 
 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
When will GJPS schools open again for classroom learning? 
On March 30, 2020, Governor DeWine shared an order issued by Dr. Amy Acton, Director of the Ohio 
Department of Health, which extends the length of time our students cannot be in our school buildings 
until Friday, May 1, 2020.  Though we don’t know for sure, there is a chance school buildings could 
remain closed for the remainder of the year, and we will adjust accordingly if necessary. 
 
How can my children receive lunch during distance learning? 
We understand how impactful closing school buildings can be, and we are committed to continuing to 
support our students in every way we can.  We will provide “Grab & Go” meals (breakfast and lunch) at 
four Gahanna-Jefferson school locations and four local neighborhood locations for PK-12 students in 
need. 
 
 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1emMgkObTBvW3v0mKmuPJVQoAJWNga58-/view?usp=sharing


 

If you have not already done so, please complete the updated Free Meal Request Form to help us plan 
accordingly. 
 
Lunch pick up will be held from 11:00 AM-12:30 PM on the following days:  

● Monday, April 6 (5 days worth of meals) 
● Monday, April 13 (5 days worth of meals)  
● Monday, April 20 (5 days worth of meals) 
● Monday, April 27 (5 days worth of meals) 

 
Lunch pick up will be at these locations: 

● Goshen Lane Elementary 
● Royal Manor Elementary 
● Middle School West 
● Lincoln High School 

● Penny Lane Apartments 
● Sunpoint Park 
● Waterford Park Apartments 
● Stone Shadow 

 
If my student struggles to self-manage and organize his/her daily learning activities, how can I 
support this at home? 
First know that you are not alone! Virtual learning is new for everyone and many families are struggling 
with this adjustment. We are here to support you. 
 
Consistency helps students focus, so consider starting with a daily schedule. Click here for some 
sample schedules. Remember it is important to make the schedule work for your family so do not feel 
pressured to replicate these exactly in your home.  
 
In addition to schedules, developing good work and self-care habits during this time can be critical to 
your child’s success.  Share these distance learning tips with your student to help develop positive 
habits. 
 
Finally, with all the time at home, technology can become very distracting when it is time to do 
schoolwork. Consider using technology as a tool during academic time. Cell phones can be used as 
timers, calendars, and organizational systems. Check out this article and video from Common Sense 
Media on apps that can help with organizational skills.  
 
And remember, your child’s teachers and School Counselors are here to support you and your student! 
Please feel free to reach out for more ideas and resources. 
 
How do I contact my child’s teacher during distance learning? 
You can contact your child’s teacher via email. Teachers will be available Monday-Friday (except 
Friday, April 10th) for questions and support. You can find your teacher’s email address at 
www.GahannaSchools.org . Find your school in the drop-down menu under “Our Schools” and click on 
“Teacher and Staff Portals”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://forms.gle/Amyt2CcFGnnByoMU8
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yaHETPZWLYEgBjW5PtBsKhJ1k-cMNDK5qm0T6DNrdWQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1chDUJfuyMjSZIgcINrkJpVJdhSkamD5dy__hrud955w/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/apps-to-help-kids-stay-focused
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=28&v=WQW4CtW_FkA&feature=emb_logo&disable_polymer=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=28&v=WQW4CtW_FkA&feature=emb_logo&disable_polymer=true
http://www.gahannaschools.org/


 

What are the expectations for students during distance learning? 
Students are expected to engage in the learning opportunities created and shared by teachers during 
this time.  All students should look for communication from their teachers and work to complete 
assignments teachers have identified as important for distance learning.  We understand each family’s 
situation is different and encourage you to reach out to your child’s teacher if additional support is 
needed. 
 
What will distance learning look like for students during the extended school building closure? 
During the week of April 6, distance learning will continue for students as it looked during the first eight 
days.  Beginning on April 13, we will transition to an adjusted plan where daily instructional minutes will 
look as follows: 
 

Grade PreK K 1-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

Student 
Engagement 

Hours Per Day 

Up to 1 
hour 

Up to 1.5 
hours 

Up to 1.5 
hours 

Up to 2 
hours 

Up to 2.5 
hours 

Up to 3 
hours 

 
While we cannot replicate all of the high-quality learning that takes place in our classrooms daily, we 
are committed to ensuring two key components of high-quality learning experiences are included in our 
Distance Learning plan: student engagement and personalized feedback to support each student’s 
learning. 
 
We are working on providing opportunities for students to continue connecting and building 
relationships through teacher-directed learning and/or independent/group work.  Teachers will present 
learning material in various ways including, but not limited to Google Meet video conferencing, 
instructional content posted in Google classroom, emailed material to students/parents, posted videos, 
shared links, etc. 
 
Building and teacher teams are working on systems to help streamline communication and assist with 
organization of learning opportunities.  We thank you for your patience as we continue adjusting to 
distance learning. 
 
How will my student be graded during distance learning? 
Our teachers work hard to monitor students’ understanding and mastery of content, and they will be 
providing ongoing feedback to students throughout this distance learning experience.  Feedback is the 
focus of our assessment and grading system through distance learning and plays a vital role in the 
learning process. 
 
Distance learning presents a variety of challenges connected to grading and as a district, we are 
committed to minimizing the negative impact this quarter and the overall situation has on our students. 
Preschool and elementary students will continue to receive feedback in the same manner they have 
thus far during the school year.  For middle and high school students, teachers will report performance 
on assignments using “S” for Satisfactory and “U” for Unsatisfactory and mastery on assessments 
using traditional letter grades.  A grade of D or F on assessments will be reported as an “I” for 
Incomplete to indicate mastery has not yet been met.  Teachers will use an “M” in Infinite Campus to 

 



 

signal a student has missing work.  We will share more information about end-of-year reporting and 
GPA calculation at a later time. 
 
Will formal progress reports be completed and sent to parents/guardians/caregivers? 
No.  We will not be completing formal progress reports during distance learning.  Ongoing feedback will 
be given to students as they progress through their remote learning opportunities.  Please reach out to 
your child’s teacher if you have specific questions pertaining to your student’s performance or if 
additional support is needed. 
 
Will students still have to complete high stakes tests during distance learning? 
The Ohio Department of Education recently shared that all Ohio state tests have been canceled for the 
remainder of the 2019-2020 school year.  Students taking AP courses will take modified College Board 
assessments in an at-home, online format.  The schedule can be found below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If I do not have Wi-Fi or Internet access, what can be done to help?  
Please contact your teacher or building principal if Internet access is not available for your student at 
home. Our technology department has put together a Help for Families Without Wi-Fi Access document 
which provides options so your student(s) can participate in their distance learning opportunities.  
 
What should I do if my student is experiencing issues with a district provided device? 
Students/families can submit a tech support ticket using the GJPS Tech Support Link or by phone at 
614-479-1507. 
 
What is the status of extracurricular activities? 
All extracurricular activities including sports, clubs, performances, and tutoring have been canceled or 
postponed until further notice. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uEibRy4GlHH0MlQitsf8TGginILGbqSrj5hGLvlRnEo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeogX_wzGIPo6JBAfYZtH99edIKH9L9vGNC8m3qVoBIUm9lUw/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

 
Will school-sponsored trips take place? 
All school-sponsored trips scheduled to occur through May 1 are canceled. Trips scheduled to occur 
after May 1 are to be determined. 
 
How will the Third Grade Reading Guarantee be impacted by the school building closure? 
We are currently reviewing guidance released by the Ohio Department of Education. Once our district 
plan is developed, K-3 families will receive additional communication through your building principal.  
 
Are there any additional materials my student needs for distance learning? 
We are currently working on a plan to deploy devices as needed to our K-1 students.  There may also 
be additional supplies students in some grade levels would benefit from having, and we are devising a 
plan to distribute those materials as well.  Stay tuned for more communication on this process.  
 
What is the status of prom for Gahanna Lincoln High School juniors and seniors? 
As previously shared, our current prom venue has closed their facilities at this time, and we are working 
on a plan to hold prom once the stay home order has been lifted.  More information will be shared as it 
becomes available.  
 
Have the GLHS graduation plans changed? 
Graduation is a very important milestone for students, and we are committed to making sure our 2020 
Seniors have a chance to walk across the stage and receive their diploma. Principal Williams is working 
with an advisory group to explore all possible ideas for the event.  There is a chance the date may be 
adjusted, but we will share more information as we get closer to the end of the school building closure 
order. 
 
Any current seniors working on graduation capstones should continue to work with your teacher/advisor 
toward completing that project.  If you have any questions specific to your child’s situation please 
contact your student’s school counselor.  
Will the district need to make up this time during the summer? 
Current guidance from the Ohio Department of Education indicates that our distance learning plan does 
not require the district to add days to the academic calendar. Distance learning days are not considered 
calamity days because school is still in session.  
 
When will the district hold Kindergarten Round-Up sessions?We understand Kindergarten 
Round-Up is a very important experience for our incoming kindergarten students and families. 
Kindergarten Round-Up plans are currently under review, and we are working to create an adjusted 
schedule that would allow us to host these events once we are permitted to be back in our school 
buildings.  Updated information will be posted on our website once plans have been finalized.  
 
Will GJPS still host a summer school program and if so, when will registration open? 
At this time, we are still planning to host our summer “Journey to Learning” program for students in 
need.  Due to the extended school building closure, the online registration for “Journey to Learning” has 
been postponed until May 1, 2020.  There is a chance we may need to run summer school with an 
adjusted program/schedule.  We will share more information as it is available.  
 
 
 

 



 

What will happen if we do not return to classroom learning on May 4? 
If schools do not re-open for learning in our buildings on May 4, we will continue our distance learning 
plan through the updated school building closure date and will share more information regarding end of 
year details as we have them. 
 
If the school building closure and distance learning are causing my student to feel stressed, 
anxious, depressed, or frustrated, what can I do to support this at home? 
It is not uncommon for new situations to cause an increase in feelings of stress, anxiety, depression, or 
frustration.  A change in structure, routine, and who you do or don’t get to see every day can feel like a 
loss of control which can be very uncomfortable for many.  We wish we were in our school buildings to 
provide on-site support for our students, but our virtual SMART Lab Google site has many resources for 
students to take advantage of at home during distance learning.  Please also remember to reach out to 
your School Counselor for additional support as needed. 
 
 
 
 
The health and safety of our students and staff continue to be our top priority.  We hope this break in 
traditional classroom learning will help minimize the risk and slow the spread of COVID-19 in our 
community and across the country. We will continue to communicate up-to-date, accurate information 
through email, social media and the GJPS Coronavirus | COVID-19 Update page on our district website 
as it becomes available. 

 

https://sites.google.com/view/smartlabgjps
http://www.gahannaschools.org/District/Coronavirus.aspx
http://www.gahannaschools.org/

